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PRUNING FRUIT TREES AND VINES 

IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

 

Larry Davis 

SEATTLE TREE FRUIT SOCIETY 

 

 

I.      When Planting a New Tree, give it enough space. 

 

A. Prune any broken roots. 

B. Prune any broken branches. 

 

II.     As the Tree Grows, plan how you want it to mature. 

 

A. Select scaffold limbs spaced apart, and at right angles to each other. 

B. Scaffold limbs should have no less than a 45º angle with the main stem. 

C. Vertical limbs have apical dominance, and tend not to blossom or set fruit. 

D. Increasing the angle from vertical decreases apical dominance and encourages 

fruiting. 

E. Winter prune to encourage growth. 

F. Summer prune to discourage growth 

G. Most trees produce too many limbs, so, “When in doubt, prune it out!” 

H. Remember that various types of tree fruit have different growth habits. 

 

III.    Espalier, or Trellis Training Fruit Trees 

 

A. The Trellis.  Make it sturdy! 

 1. Use 4 by 6 or larger treated end posts and high strength steel wire. 

 2. Use auger or “dead man” anchors on end posts to maintain wire tension. 

 3. Use 4 wires equally spaced to 7 ft. for the top one. 

 4. Orient trellises north to south if possible. 

B. The design.  Know your trees and use your imagination! 

 1. Belgian fence - Trees 2 ft. or more apart, each w/ at least 2 limbs @ 45º angle 

to vertical. 

 2. Fan - Trees 4 to 8 ft. or more apart, w/ several limbs spread like a fan.  

Festoon? 

 3. Center stem ladder - Trees 4 to 12 ft. apart w/ horizontal limbs at wires. 

 4. Menorah - Like a Hebrew candelabra. 

 5. Your own design - Remember what you learned about apical dominance. 

 

IV.   Pruning Grape Vines 

 

A. Conventional, two or three wire method. 

 1. First year, allow to grow, then prune back to about 18 inches high. 

 2. Train one shoot up & one each direction along lower wire, cut back. 
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 3. Extend each way along lower wire & train one each way along 2nd. 

 

B. Single vine wire method 

 1. First year, allow to grow, then prune back to about 18 inches high. 

 2. Train one shoot each direction along lower wire, cut back. 

 3. Extend each way along lower wire. 

 4. Add side wires or slats to contain new green vines as they grow. 

 

 

V.    Salvaging Old Neglected Trees 

 

A. In most cases, cut it down and start over with a new tree of a good variety. 

B. If you insist, start by removing any dead or dying branches. 

C. Continue by thinning out crossing and other undesirable limbs and branches. 

D. Employ growing season (summer) plus dormant (winter) pruning to discourage 

growth. 

 

 

Local Nursery Web Sites & E-mail Addresses: 

 

Burnt Ridge Nursery & Orchards www.burntridgenursery.com 

mail@burntridgenursery.com  

 

Cloud Mountain Farm   www.cloudmountainfarm.com 

info@cloudmountainfarm.com  

 

Hartman’s Fruit Tree Nursery  www.hartmannursery.com 

info@hartmannursery.com  

 

Raintree Nursery   www.raintreenursery.con 

customerservice@raintreenursery.com  
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GRAPE PRUNING ILLUSTRATIONS 

 

 

Conventional 

 
 
 
 


