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SELECTING AND PLANTING FRUIT TREES AND BERRIES 

Seattle Tree Fruit Society 

Larry Davis 

 

I.      Before You Make Your Selections, ask: 

A. How large will it grow?  Do I have enough room? 

 

B. Will it adapt to my yard?  Do I have the right microclimate for it? 

 

C. Is it susceptible to diseases?  Are there resistant varieties? 

 

D. What about insect pests? 

 

II.     What Fruit Interests You? 

A. Apples, Pears and Quince:  Pollinators may be required, so consider grafting on 

pollinator varieties and/or selecting varieties on dwarfing rootstocks. Pests such as 

Apple Maggot and Codling Moth are a growing problem. 

 

B. Stone Fruits:  Peaches, Plums, Apricots and Cherries.  Pollinators may be 

required. Brown Rot and Peach Tree Leaf Curl can be serious problems, so select 

resistant varieties if possible. Aphids can be troublesome on plums and cherries. 

 

C. Grapes:  Seedless or seeded?  Heat Requirements are critical. Select low heat 

requiring varieties and plant in sunny south exposure locations, preferably where they 

get reflected heat. 

 

D. Brambles:  Red, Black and Yellow Raspberries, Blackberries, Tay, Logan, etc.  

Do you want single or two-crop?  Plant them in deep, well-drained soil. 

 

E. Blueberries:  Bird netting may be necessary. 

 

F. Currants and Gooseberries:  Insects, such as Sawflies, Cane Borers, Berry 

Maggots or Aphids may be troubling. 

 

G. Figs, Kiwifruit, Persimmons and others.  Figs prefer being close to a building 

foundation with a southern exposure.  Fuzzy Kiwifruit are not recommended because of 

hardiness problems in early years.  Consider Hardy Kiwifruit, such as Ananasnaja with 

a male pollinator vine.  Some non-astringent persimmons do well here. 

 

H. Nuts:  Walnuts, Filberts & Hazels, Almonds - Squirrels may be a serious problem. 

 

III.   When Planting a New Tree, give it enough space. 

A. Bare root nursery stock is preferable. 

 

B. Prune off any broken roots. 
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C. Prune off any broken branches. 

 

D. Dig the planting hole as deep as the roots, but three times as wide. 

 

E. Do not heavily amend the soil you return to the planting hole. 

 

IV.    Information Resources 

A. Western Cascade Fruit Society  (Seattle Tree Fruit Society is one chapter) 

     1007 NE 71
st
. Street 

     Seattle, WA 98115-5636 www.wcfs.org  

 

B. Dick Tilbury (S.T.F.S. Apple Maggot & Codling Moth expert & trap source) 

     4916 52
nd

. Ave. S 

     Seattle, WA 98118-2102 

     (206) 723-9009 rtilbury_rpt@hotmail.com  

 

C. Western Washington Fruit Research Foundation (WWFRF) 

     P.O. Box 9716 

     Seattle, WA 98109-0716 www.wwfrf.org  

 

D. Plant Amnesty 

     P.O. Box 15377 

     Seattle, WA 98115-0377 – 206 783-9813  www.plantamnesty.org  
 

The Western Cascade Fruit Society is an organization of fruit and nut enthusiasts and back 

yard fruit growers in the Puget Sound region whose main purpose is to learn about and grow more 

and better fruit.  We meet monthly or bimonthly in our various chapters, business meetings with 

speakers during the cooler months, and tours of member orchards and/or other attractions during the 

warmer months.  We put on an annual Rootstock and Scionwood sale each spring and the Fall Fruit 

Show in late September or October.  The society publishes a quarterly newsletter, and the various 

chapters, such as the Seattle Tree Fruit Society (S.T.F.S.) usually publish monthly newsletters too. 

Back yard and commercial fruit growers in this region founded the Western Washington 

Fruit Research Foundation when the USDA Extension Service and WSU withdrew support from the 

Tree Fruit Research Station in Mt. Vernon, WA.  Through member and other donations, the 

foundation is continuing the fruit tree research station function.  Events are held there during the 

year, including pruning, care-and-culture demonstrations and fruit picking field days, when members 

are allowed to pick and sample the various fruits. 

Plant Amnesty promotes good tree pruning practices in the Seattle area in a light-hearted 

manner, and provides a Certified Arborist list. The organization encourages concerned residents to 

access this list for names to call for enlightened tree and shrub pruning advice and/or assistance.  

 


